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By PETER ARNETT 
AP Special Correspondent 

.GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AP) — The 
.U.S. military task force, its gruesome 
job at Jonestown completed, began 
moving out of Guyana Sunday. Black 
smoke hung over the airport here as the 
troops burned uniforms, boots and tents 
that might have been contaminated by 
the decaying bodies at the site of the 
mass suicide-murders of American 
cultists. 

The contingent’s commander, Col. 
William h Gordon, said a total of 809 
bodies were found at Jonestown. But in 
Dover, Del., where the bodies were 
taken, officials said they had counted 
912 corpses. 

Others slain in the weekend of 
violence were Rep. Leo J. Ryan, D- 
Calif., three newsmen and a Jonestown 
woman killed in an ambush at the Port 
Kaituma airstrip, and four cult 
members murdered at the sect’s 
Georgetown headquarters. 

The" body of the one Guyanese was 
reported among the dead in Jonestown. 
The identity of this victim, the first 


known non-American among the bodies, 
was not known. v ; : ‘ 

The evacuation of bodies was finished 
Saturday night, with the departure of 
the last American C-i41, carrying 83 
caskets containing more than 180 
bodies, many of them children, to the 
mortuary at Dover Air Force Base, Del. 

“No one lias ever been involved in 
something as massive as this before and 
it was a distasteful task,” Gordon said. 

He said all American equipment and 
personnel have been moved out of the 
Jonestown area and should be on the 
way back to bases in the Panama Canal 
Zone and the United States by Monday 
morning. 

American helicopters with 
loudspeakers had been flying over the 
dense jungle near Jonestown broad- 
casting appeals for Americans to return 
to the settlement. “Maybe there are one 
or two people still missing in the 
jungle,” Gordon said, “but we can’t be 
sure about that." 

Air Force Capt. John Moscatelli, the 
task force spokesman, said the bodies 
“appeared to be in rings or circles with 
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the kids in the center and the larger 
adults on the outside.” 

Except for cult leader the Rev. Jim 
Jones and two women, all three of whom 
died of bullet wounds, none of the bodies 
showed any signs of death other than by 
poison, Moscatelli said. 

U.S. Embassy officials here said sur- 
vivors not involved as material 
witnesses or suspects in the slayings 
could return to the United States as soon 
as Guyanese officials release them, but 
they could not say when that would be. 
/ Guyanese officials were not available 
for comment Sunday. 

One cult member, Miguel De Pina, 84, 
< , apparently left by commercial flight for 
the U.S. Sunday. De Pina was in a 
Georgetown hospital at the time of the 
slayings. His grandson, Michael Wood- 
ward, of Long Beach, Calif., came to 
Georgetown to escort him back. 

Richard Dwyer, second-in-command 
at the U.S. Embassy, was released from 
the hospital late Saturday. He was 
recovering from a gunshot wound 
suffered in the ambush of Ryan’s party 
by member of Jones’ American sect, the 
Peoples Temple. 




An embassy spokesman said 
Guyanese officials turned over the 
passports of more than 850 Americans at 
the settlement, along with a three-inch- 
thick stack of Social Security checks, 
some of which had been endorsed. 

He said the embassy informed the 
Guyanese government that the embassy 
would take charge of the property in - 
Jonestown, which had a closedcircuit 
television station, a radio transmitter 
and receiver, agricultural machinery, a 
sawmill, a soap factory and other 
equipment as well as the personal 
belongings of the residents. 

A Guyanese spokesman said the 
Jonestown area is under police guard 
with a full-time police post Inside the 
otherwise deserted settlement. 

Acknowledging the value of the built- 
up community, Guyanese Information 
Minister Shirley Field-Rldley said the 
government would like to reopen an 
agricultural project there but probably 
will not permit the Peoples Temple or 
other religious organization to run it. 
“We would prefer that it be managed by 
Guyanese,” she said. 



